MARCH  ACROSS  GEORGIA                       if?

under Kilpatrlck. The convicts, on Sherman's approach let loose from the
State prison at Milledgeville for military service, were no help to further
good order in Georgia that month* Some of them, joined up with oilier
deserters, drifters^ bushwhackers, raided here and there for loot.

As the Union army drove deeper south and cast across Georgia, a bewilder-
ment allied to panic took hold of the Richmond Government and its rami-
fications* They were stunned by the audacity of it, shaken by nullification
as to whether the army was heading for Savannah or Charleston, or whether
in the commander's headlong march there was any logical plan.

Grant at City Poiats Virginia* was saying: 'Sherman's anny is now some*

The marcli from. Atlanta to the sea
what in the condition of a ground-mole when he disappears under a
You can here and there trace his track, but you are not quite certain
he wiE coine out till you see Ms head/
An army for thirty-two days to the outside world lost         of1, as Sher-
man phrased it, now had behind it three hundred         of naked
burned culverts, shattered trestieworks, waiting humanity. Of the tailroads
every rail was twisted beyond use, every tie,, bridge, tank, woodshed,
depot building burned. Thirty miles ran the devastation on either sick of the
Hue from Atlanta, estimated Sherman.  Kilpatrick's 500) horsemen
ravaged beyond the reach of foot troops. For the economy of powder they
had sabred hogs, knocked horses between the ears with axes, killing more
than a hundred horses on one plantation with a fine mansion and shooting,
every bloodhotmd, mastiff, or other dog that looked as though it could track
runaway Negroes in swamps and forest. Over many square miles of thfe
area now was left not a chicken, not a pig, nor horse nor cow nor steep, not